
 
Incorporation Referendum 
Change of YUSU’s Legal Status  
 
Overview 
 
York University Students’ Union’s Board of Trustees would like to change YUSU’s legal 
structure to become Incorporated as a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG). 
As an unincorporated association YUSU is not currently recognised as a legal entity in its 
own right.  
 
YUSU established a referendum to seek students’ approval for Incorporation, and the new 
governing document that it requires, in line with the current constitution.  The referendum 
was paired with the February 2017 Officer Elections.  To reach quorum 5% of members 
were required to vote.  
 
The question  
 
The referendum question was agreed with the Policy Review Group as follows: 
 
‘Do you agree that YUSU can change its legal structure to incorporate as a charitable 
company limited by guarantee?’ 
 
Referendum campaigning 
 
Because the referendum was addressing a corporate issue and not of a political nature, it 
was deemed that YUSU would not have to take a neutral position in the referendum as 
normal.  In line with trustee’s decision to pursue incorporation, the Officer team therefore led 
the campaign for a ‘Yes’ vote.  
 
Students were invited to come forward to get involved with campaigning against.  None 
came forward.  
 
Returning officers 
 

● Peter Robertson, Deputy Chief Executive of the NUS was the Returning Officer. 
● Tom Meares, Democracy and Campaigns Coordinator of YUSU was the Deputy 

Returning Officer.  
 
Timeline of the Referendum  
 



● Tuesday 14 February 2017(week 6) Referendum announced 
● Monday 20 February 2017  (week 7) Voting opened 
● Tuesday 21 February  2017(week 7) Referendum debate  
● Tuesday 28 February  2017 (week 8) Voting closed 

 
Publicity and engagement 

The referendum was announced on YUSU’s webpages on Tuesday 14th February 2017.  
 
YUSU published the following documentation alongside its announcement: 

● Guidance notes on incorporation, 
● A proposed new governing document, the Memorandum and Articles of Association,  
● Briefing document summarising the new governing document 
● A comparison table setting out the key elements of the proposed legal structure, 
● A copy of the existing constitution. 

 
The campus newspaper Nouse and unratified online newspaper The Yorker also published 
articles on the referendum. The referendum was also discussed by University of York Radio 
(URY). 
 
Campaigning and voting 

Campaigning was led by the Sabbatical Officers with the support of staff as part of the 
Union’s voter mobilisation campaign.  A debate was held on Tuesday 21st February 2017.  
Millie Beach and Alex Lusty made statements for the referendum. There was no ‘No’ 
campaign speaker, however one student asked a series of questions about incorporation.  
 
Voting was held online.  
 
Results and turnout  
 
Students were given the options: Yes, No and Abstain.  
 
The results were as follows: 
 

Options Votes 

Yes 1066 

No 150 

Abstain 76 

 
 

http://www.yusu.org/representation/referenda/incorporation-referendum-changing-yusu-s-legal-status
http://www.yusu.org/representation/referenda/incorporation-referendum-changing-yusu-s-legal-status


For a referendum result to be binding, the constitution requires it must reach a turnout 
quoracy of 5% of the 18,450 student body, or 922 voters. This was reached on 24th 
February 2017.  
 
 
Complaints 
No complaints were made to the Returning Officer about this referendum. 
 
Statement from the External Returning Officer: 
 
I hereby declare that this election was run in a fair and democratic manner which satisfies 
the stipulations as laid out within the 1994 Education Act.  
 
Deputy Returning Officer Comments 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Meares 
Deputy Returning Officer, YUSU Democracy & Campaigns Coordinator 
28th February 2017.  
  



 


